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ing leaders in the struggle against the court. Thus the tide was
already advancing strongly in resistance to that system of mon-
archy which James loved so well.1 His complete failure to ap-
praise the new spirit that was animating members, and his entire
lack of sympathy with popular opinion, were plainly revealed
after the dissolution of his first parliament, In which criticism of
his beloved Scots had been frequent. He now scattered £34,000
among his favourites, mostly fellow countrymen, and created
Robert Garr Viscount Rochester, thereby for the first time en-
abling a Scot to sit in the house of lords.2
Salisbury, who was mainly responsible for the royal policy,
did not long survive the first parliament of the reign; and his
death in 1612 removed a powerful restraint, for hitherto James
had been kept from serious errors by the awe his minister
inspired in him. Almost at once a change is noticeable, and
a more frivolous tone perceptible* For the next nine years the
domestic history of England largely consists of the annals of
the court, where the most important events were the fall of one
favourite and his supersession by another. The king seems to
have felt that he had been unduly overshadowed by Salisbury,
who had engrossed the two offices of lord treasurer and secretary
of state* Accordingly the treasury was put into commission and
the king was his own secretary of state for nearly two years, until
the appointment of Sir Ralph Winwood- Both arrangements
worked badly» for the treasury steadily increased its indebted-
ness and the king was much too Indolent to transact the business
of an office that required daily attention. He came to rely more
and more upon Rochester, whom he hoped to fashion into a
useful instrument to carry out the royal policy, but was himself
moulded to the wishes of the favourite, and thus became involved
in an infamous tragedy* Rochester was enamoured of Frances
(Howard), wife of the earl of Essex, and daughter of the carl of
Suffolk and great-niece of the carl of Northampton, the leaders
of the pro-Spanish faction in England. James was so infatuated
with Rochester3 that he must be held responsible for the success
of the suit for nullity which the countess brought, inasmuch as he
1 Much of this paragraph fo based upon Wallace- Notrstcin, Tfo Winning t\f the
Initiative by the House of Commons (10125), and D. H. WiUnon, 'Thr? Karl of Salisbury
ur»d the **Court" Party in Parliament1! American Historical tttviewt x.xxvi. ii74w$4>
* S, R. Gardiner, History qfltSngland (10 vota,, x8#4), ii. in*
3 Created earl of Somerset in 1613, but the earlier title if* retained to avoid
confusion.

